
The National Breast Imaging Academy is being run in collaboration with Health 
Education England and is hosted by Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust.

Please contact NBIA at breastacademy@mft.nhs.uk  for more details.
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Mammography Associate/Assistant Practitioner Training Programme

A mammography associate/assistant practitioner training programme is now being delivered at the Nightingale Centre 
Manchester, one of England’s leading breast units in one of the largest acute Trusts in the UK.

The mammography associate/assistant practitioner training is a 12-month (fulltime) programme specifically for trainees based in 
Wales, Scotland and Ireland who are unable to take advantage of the apprenticeship programmes being delivered in England due 
to funding rules.

The programme will follow the same format as the apprenticeship but will not result in a Level 4 apprenticeship certificate. 
A certificate of completion will be issued by the NBIA.

• Trainee and their mentor attend an online session
• Session will provide information on the programme and outline 

requirements and expectations of the trainee, mentor  and learning 
provider

 • Trainee will complete an online initial assessment for English and 
maths

Mammography Associates/Assistant Practitioners 

Mammography associates/assistant practitioners work within screening and symptomatic services undertaking routine 
two-view mammography, producing images of consistently high quality to meet rigorous standards.

• Trainees will participate in 3 days’ face to face classroom-based 
learning in Manchester with a fourth day based online

• Areas of study will include: clinical mammography, mammography 
science, professional practice, quality assurance, communication and 
team working, and health and safety 

• Please note: All trainees should be allocated 20% off -the-job 
                learning time. This will be supported by an online learning hub and 

seven online revision sessions

• Clinical Training will be employer led
• A 2-day clinical placement at the Nightingale Centre within the first 

few months of the programme, followed by a 1-day clinical placement 
mid-programme is recommended

• On programme for a minimum of 12 months
• Minimum of 500 mammograms performed 
• Level 2 English and maths achieved 
• Employer, mentor, and trainee agreement that trainee is ready 

for the final assessment

NBIA certificate of completion awardedMammography associate /
assistant practitioner:

Engagement session: 

Academic learning:

Clinical training:

Assessment criteria:

Final Assessment:
• Exam 
• Clinical discussion


